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Office Hours The Parish Office is staffed on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 1pm.

Parish Bulletin The Parish Bulletin is published each Sunday. Items for inclusion should be received at the

Parish Office by 5pm on Wednesdays.

Safeguarding Promotion: For all safeguarding concerns within the parish, please contact Fr Andrew in
the first instance, or the Office of Safeguarding (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).

Social Media Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Threads - all with the username dgcatholic.

A Pastoral Note . ..

Every now and then something happens in public
life that makes me stop and go “what the...”. These
things, these events, are such that they immediately
bring about a recognition that something is not
quite right or is out of sync.

It seems to me in my more melancholic moments
that the frequency of such developments is increas-
ing rather than becoming rarer. Is it simply a sign of
the times, or something more significant. That ques-
tion alone is enough to keep me up at night.

However, the arrival of such developments requires
me to give some serious thought as to a) what ex-
actly is going on, and b) what my response ought to
be in light of both my faith and place in society.

Of course, we can easily be swayed by public pun-
dits when trying to understand what exactly is going
on. It is all but impossible when reading a newspa-
per to avoid someone tfelling you exactly what has
happened, how you should respond, and what
must be done in response.

Yet to simply surrender our thought processes to that
of the public pundit is to abrogate our rightful re-
sponsibility to engage in the contemporary world,

applying not only the insights gained by living in that
world but also doing so in light of the wisdom of the
faith we profess.

Such an undertaking naturally enough is not an
easy one, yet if we are to be authentic as both hu-
man beings and as Christians, we cannot avoid the
task of engagement that will confront us from time
to time.

The task of engagement will sometimes lead us to
action, action which may be unpopular with others
in the contemporary world. Sometimes we will find
ourselves on the ‘wrong side’ of a situation — at least
as far as our contemporary world sees it.

Yet doing so, or more accurately being prepared to
find ourselves there, is part of the ‘cost’ of being an
authentic Christian. It is the ‘cost’ of integrity, of be-
ing prepared to see exactly what is going on, to
peer behind the veils of obfuscation that are put in
place, and to see that the only real response to the
feeling of ‘what the...” is o say “No, that’s just not
right” regardless of what the world might think of us
for adopting such a stand.

Have a blessed week . . .

Fr Andrew



Upcoming Changes to Sunday Mass Times

A reminder that from the first weekend of Novem-
ber, that is, the weekend of Sunday 1 November,
our Sunday Mass Times schedule will change. This
follows the decision taken by the Parish Assembly
back in July.

From that weekend, our Sunday Mass Times on
most weekends will be as follows:

Sat 5.30pm St Helen's East Gresford
Sun 8am St Patrick’s, Clarence Town
Sun 10am St Mary’s, Dungog

On the second Sunday of each month, the Mass
Times will be as follows:

Sat 5.30pm St Mary’s, Dungog
Sun 8am St Patrick’s, Clarence Town
Sun 10.30am Sacred Heart, Summer Hill

World Mission Day Appeal

This year marks 100 years of “World Mission Day”,
and we are reminded by Pope Leo that we are
‘One in Christ, United in Mission’.

The annual World Mission Day Appeal takes place
today, Sunday, 18 October, inviting us to partner
with Catholic Mission and the Church in Malawi in
supporting families rebuilding after devastating
floods and helping children access education
close to home.

Through projects like St Peter’'s Nyamikuta Primary
School, the Church is creating a place where chil-
dren can learn, be nourished, and grow with dig-
nity, regardless of their background or beliefs.

Donations can be made via the appeal envelopes
available in our churches this weekend, or by go-
ing to catholicmission.org.au/united.

Retreat Morning Opportunity

Dr Dan White retired from the role of Executive Di-
rector of Catholic Schools for the Archdiocese of
Sydney in 2019 after ten years of leadership and
service.

Dan is offering a Refreat Morning for Modern Day
Emmaus Travellers on Friday 23 October at St Ste-
phen’s Parish Hall, Witt Street, Tea Gardens, begin-
ning at 92.15am and concluding at Tpm.

If attending you are asked to bring a notepad and
pen, and a plate to share.

Farewell to Fr Thomas Chirackal

The Parishes of Singleton and Branxton are prepar-
ing to farewell Fr Thomas Chirackal, with celebra-
tion of Mass on Sunday 25 October in St Patrick’s
Church, Singleton commencing at 10am.

The Mass will be followed by lunch in St Catherine’s
Catholic College Hall, with those attending asked
to 'bring a dish’ to share. Those attending will also
need to supply their own drinks.

Please RSVP by contacting the Singleton Parish Of-
fice on 5507 4048 by 18 October.

World Youth Day 2027

World Youth Day is an international gathering of
young people (aged 16-35) held every three years
with the Pope.

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is leading a pil-
grimage in July 2027 to the next one in South Korea
with an extended retreat in Japan following.

Serious expressions of interest have now opened
and can be logged on our webpage. We expect
bookings to open in November with an $800 de-
posit. Learn more af t.ly/dZOu0O.

Office of Safeguarding Team Move

From Thursday 15 October, the Office of Safe-
guarding is relocating from the office at 50 Crebert
St, Mayfield to 841 Hunter St, Newcastle West.

People visiting the Office of Safeguarding are
asked to please attend Reception at 841 Hunter St
where a member of Safeguarding will meet you.

For sensitive matters, a member of Safeguarding
will make personal arrangements for the visitor to
attend discreetly.

If you need support from the Office of Safeguard-
ing at any time, please

Phone: 02 4979 1390
Email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.qu
Visit: www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au

Sean Tynan
Director of Safeguarding
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Homily by Richard Leonard

There are people inside and outside the Church
who think that Christ did not give the Church a
mandate to speak about political matters. They
regularly quote the Gospel we have just heard to
support their case. But if one knows and under-
stands the context and meaning within which this
text was written it provides no ammunition for those
who want the Church to stay indoors, reflect on
things ‘spiritual’, preach the eternal verities, and
sing hymns more ancient than modern.

In Jesus’ day, we know that some people thought
he was a Zealot. Zealots were a well-organised
group who agitated for the end of the Roman oc-
cupation of Israel. One of the things Zealots did
was withhold paying the Roman taxes. We can see
why some people thought Jesus may have been a
Zealot. He took the part of the poor, the sick,
women and those who lived on the fringes of soci-
ety.

He attacked the religious authorities of his day and
certainly stirred up trouble in many places he went.
On the other hand he rejected violence, taught his
followers to pray for their enemies and to return
good for evil. Jesus showed us that the justice and
equality God longs to see in the world comes from
a community which is converted by love, not by
weapons, fear or revenge. Jesus was no Zealot.

Rather than undermine civil authority, however, Je-
sus, in this passage, supports it. But he does more.
‘Give to Caesar what is Caesar's’ is followed by
‘And give to God, what is God's’, which encom-
passes all the Caesars of this world, all civil authori-
ties and states. The sense that we as the People of
God can split off our obligations to the Gospel from
the State is as false as it's dangerous.

We only have to think of some of the darkest chap-
ters last century to see what happens when good,
church-going people, like us, do not put their Sun-
day devotion in touch with their Monday poalitics.
Evil can reign.

Christian leaders, who are charged to proclaim
and defend the Gospel, are obliged to use what-
ever forum necessary to declare that God's per-
sonal love encompasses everyone and everything
under heaven. As the prophet Isaiah reminds us to-
day, God calls each one of us by name.

At fimes we may not agree with our religious lead-
ers; we may think them ill informed; we may even
think they have overstepped the mark. If this is the
case we should tell them, enable them to consider
other perspectives and to broaden the basis upon
which they make their judgments. But we should
never be seduced by those who want the Church
sidelined from the mainstream of the debates that
shape the way we live, the values we share, the

laws we draft and the priorities we draw up for our
human community.

If the Church shows disinterest in any of this, it is un-
frue to the very things for which Jesus lived, died,
and was raised from the dead. By all means we
should give to Caesar all that Caesar is justly enti-
tled to have for the sake of the common good. A
higher allegiance, however, goes to God, who will
call all Caesars to account for what they have
done and what they failed to do. And we might be
asked to explain how we let them get away with it
in the first place.

© Richard Leonard SJ

Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian Catholic
Office for Film and Broadcasting, is a member of the Australian
Catholic Media Council and a film critic for all the major Aus-
tralian Catholic newspapers. He completed a PhD in cinema
studies at the University of Melbourne. He lectures in cinema
and theology at the Jesuit College of Spirituality and has been
a visiting lecturer in Australian cinema at the University of Mel-
bourne, a visiting scholar within the School of Theatre, Film and
Television at UCLA and is visiting professor at the Pontifical Gre-
gorian University in Rome. He is an Honorary Fellow of the Aus-
tfralian Catholic University, has lectured widely and is the au-
thor of numerous books.

Laughter Love and Loyalty Book Now on Sale
The book “Laughter Love and Loyalty” celebrating
100 years of Mercy Education at St Catherine’s Col-
lege, Singleton (1875 — 1975) is now available for
purchase at the College or by calling 6578 9600 for
details.
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A simple question?

This gospel passage is sometimes
interpreted as Jesus’ endorsement of the
Christian responsibility to state authorities.
It has been interpreted as affirming the
obligation to pay taxes and participate
in the processes of government. In fact,
Jesus neatly avoided the direct question
put to him and never gave a response
to the question of paying taxes. Rather,
he made the question a much broader
one and reminded people that their first
obligation was to God, not the state. It is an
excellent example of the need for critical
interpretation of scripture. A simple, literal
reading of this text leads us to drawing
simple, literal conclusions about whether
or not we should be paying taxes.




Today'’s Liturgy

Scripture Readings:

First: Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
Second: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21

Responsorial Psalm:
Give the Lord glory and honour.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluial

Shine on the world like bright stars;
you are offering it the world of life.
Alleluial

Memorial Acclamation:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

Morning Tea at Dungog

The next morning tea at St Mary’s, Dungog will take
place in the Parish Hall after the 9.30am Mass TO-
DAY (18 October). Please join us for good food,
good company, and good conversation.

The Parish Diary (for the week ahead...)
29th Week in Ordinary Time, Year A

Monday 19 October

Tuesday 20 October
8.30am Mass @ Dungog

Wednesday 21 October
8.30am Mass @ Dungog

Thursday 22 October
9.30am Mass @ East Gresford

Friday 23 October
8.30am Mass @ Dungog

Saturday 24 October
10am Baptisms @ Summer Hill
5.30pm Mass @ East Gresford

Sunday 25 October

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
8am Mass @ Clarence Town
9.30am Mass @ Dungog

Safeguarding in our Parish means ...

St Francis of Assis Parish holds that children, young
people and vulnerable adults are a gift from God
with an intrinsic right to dignity of life, respect and
security from physical and emotional harm. They
are to be treasured, nurtured and safeguarded.

In line with the Safeguarding Policy of the Diocese
of Maitland-Newcastle, our parish has zero toler-
ance for all forms of abuse and is committed to
safeguarding all who interact with the parish
through our activities, ministries and services, espe-
cially children and adults af risk.

St Francis of Assisi Parish acknowledges that we
gather, live, and work upon the traditional lands of
the Worrimi and Wonnarua people, who have
walked upon and cared for this land for thousands
of years.

We acknowledge their cultural heritage, beliefs,
and deep spiritual attachment and connection to
this land.

We pay our respects to their Elders — past, present,
and emerging — and commit ourselves to working
together for reconciliation and justice.

Electronic Banking Details

BSB: 066 739

A/c Name: Catholic Development Fund
A/c No: 100 005 170

Reference: Your Surname or other reference

In Your Charity, Please Pray For:
Recently Deceased: Francis Byron.

October Anniversaries of Death: Bert Clark, Jaimie
Richardon, Bonnie Hulbert, Bruce Everding, Ned
Garland, Mark Bannister, Michael Wills, Fred Dicker-
son, Scott Bowman, Paul Brockwell, Brian Doyle,
Maria Kealy, Raymond & Phyliss MacKay, Peter
James McMullen, Mary Isabelle Preece, Margaret
Banister, Paul Bryon, Doris Murray, Carl Nolan, Mi-
chael Kennedy, Thomas Lonigan, Michael Scan-
lan. Thelma Moroney, Peter Rooke, Aileen Gornall,
Garry Browning, Maree McCulloch.

Sick and Unwell: Warren Wade, Keith Edwards,
Jean Robertson, Jessica Byron, Gwen Trappel, Gra-
ham McCarthy, Monique Jones, Bernadette Rich-
ardson, Joyce Byron, Dori & Nick Nezval, Joshua
Kealy, Ken Meyn, Denise Jordan.

October Papal Prayer Intention: “Let us pray that
the mental health ministry be established through-
out the Church, helping to overcome the stigma
and discrimination of persons with mental ill-
nesses.”




