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Emergency contact for Fr Andrew: 0412 405 671 
 

Office Hours The Parish Office is staffed on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 1pm. 
 

Parish Bulletin is published each Sunday. Items for inclusion should be received at the Parish Office by 
5pm on Wednesdays. 
 

Safeguarding Promotion: For all safeguarding concerns within the parish, please contact Fr Andrew. 
 

Connect with us via social media Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Threads – all with the same 
username (dgcatholic). 

A Pastoral Note… 
Another year has begun and with comes a whole 
range of new opportunities for the Church, i.e., for 
us. 
 

Although our new reality as a single parish is but six 
months old and there is still some work to do in that 
space (mostly by me I hasten to add), there is also 
the opportunity to refresh our vision for what it 
means to be Church in this place. 
 

To that end, a Parish Assembly will be held 
sometime in July (the date is to yet to be fixed) with 
the primary purpose of finalising a pastoral plan for 
the three years that will commence on 1 July 2026. 
 

And I say ‘finalise’ because there will be tasks to be 
undertaken by all of us between now and then in 
terms of looking at priorities, assessing resources, 
and determining who will be available to do what. 
 

As an ‘opening gambit’, one of the items for our 
pastoral plan might be the formation of both a 
parish pastoral council and a more formal finance 

committee to assist in the governance of the 
parish. 
 

There are options available as to what both of 
these bodies might look like, ones that might be 
suitable for our particular situation, and these can 
be explored in advance of the Assembly in July. 
 

Both bodies – the pastoral council and finance 
committee – are expressions of synodality, aimed 
as assisting the life of the community of the parish 
to become the community of missionary disciples 
that we all called to be. 
 

So, although the month of January is normally a 
month where not much happens in parish life, can 
I simply ask people to start thinking and praying 
about our future life together and, more 
importantly perhaps, our future mission together as 
Church. 
 

With every blessing for the year ahead, have a 
blessed week… 

Fr Andrew  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2026 Columban Calendars 
Columban calendars for 2026 are now available 
for those who might wish to purchase one at the 
cost of $10 each. Please see Lyn B if you would like 
to purchase one. 

Changes to Weekday Mass Schedule 
A quick note to indicate a change to the weekday 
Mass scheduled that will begin next year when 
school returns for 2026. 
 

At that point the time of the Friday morning Mass 
will move from the current 9.30am to 8.30am every 
Friday, including the first Friday of each month 
when there is also the monthly Mass at Lara Aged 
Care. 
 

The reason behind this is a change in the way St 
Joseph’s School will celebrate liturgies, including 
Mass, from the beginning of the 2026 school year. 
 

From 2026 there will only be a very limited number 
of “school” Masses across the year – at the start of 
the year, at the end of the year, and for feast days. 
At other times in the year, and in order to better 
engage with the students, Liturgies of the Word will 
be celebrated. 
 

Such Liturgies of the Word will mostly take place in 
St Mary’s Church but may also be celebrated in 
other locations depending on their nature. They will 
also be able to be celebrated on any school day 
depending on the needs of both the school and 
my diary. 
 

If you have any questions about this pending 
change, please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with me. 

Fr Andrew  

Christmas Raffle Update 
Congratulations to those whose names were 
drawn from the bucket at the end of the 9.30am 
Mass on the Sunday before Christmas. 
 

Our 2025 winners were: 
 

Sharon Farrell Di Bennet 
Paul Rezutto M Primrose 
Florence Mackay Graham McCarthy 
Glen Rooke Elizabeth Flanagan 
Colleen Atkins Patrick Townsend 
Amelia Duff 

Rite of Election 2026 
The Rite of Election is an opportunity to welcome 
all catechumens, those unbaptised persons whose 
search for meaning has brought them to the 
Church, who will be baptised in their parishes at 
the Easter Vigil. 
 

This year’s Rite of Election will be celebrated on 
Sunday 22 February 2026, the First Sunday of Lent, 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral commencing at 
1.30pm. The liturgy will be followed by afternoon 
tea. 
 

Please RSVP to mission@mn.catholic.org.au for 
catering purposes. 

The End of the Jubilee Year 
In what can only be described as a moment of 
‘oops’, it’s been discovered that for the dioceses 
around the world – including our own Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle – the Jubilee Year ended last 
Sunday, 28 December. 
 

It’s only in the Papal Basilica of St Peter in Rome 
that the Jubilee Year continues until they celebrate 
the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord on 6 
January. 
 

I suspect this is what happens when activities are 
initiated in the northern hemisphere that do not 
always take into consideration the specifics of the 
Australian context, specifically that the Christmas-
New Year period is for all intents and purposes a 
period of holiday. Not having someone in the role 
of diocesan liturgy coordinator in Newcastle didn’t 
help the situation. 
 

Because the Jubilee Year has now concluded, the 
Paschal Candle that has stood near the ambo in 
our churches will be moved back to its usual place 
near the baptism font and will only be lighted 
when the various liturgies in which it is used 
demands it. 

Fr Andrew  

mailto:mission@mn.catholic.org.au


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Homily by Richard Leonard SJ 
Recently some Christian scientists got to work trying 
to explain the star that led the wise men to 
Bethlehem. They came up with a complicated, 
and no doubt plausible, astronomical theory 
about how a certain brilliant star may have 
appeared around the time of the birth of Jesus. 
Though I was intrigued by their methods, I 
wondered why they bothered. Matthew’s 
wandering star is not about astronomy. It’s religious 
shorthand for describing how the heavens preside 
over and guide the events of the world. The image 
of a star is used in similar ways in the Books of 
Deuteronomy, Numbers, Isaiah and the Psalms. This 
entire feast is all about symbols, not science. 
Reported by Hippolytus as early as the third 
century, it is celebrated twelve days after 
Christmas, the number itself echoing God’s 
goodness in creating and recreating us. 
 

The wise men’s star is on a par with the other 
images Matthew uses. At the centre of each of the 
first three chapters of his Gospel there is an 
extraordinary event. In chapter one Joseph hears 
the message of an angel in a dream. In chapter 
two the wise men find Jesus by following a star. 
And by chapter three the heavens open and God 
speaks at the baptism of the Lord. By any 
standards that’s quite an opening to a biography! 
It's all about the manifestation, or epiphany, of 
God’s glory in the world. 
 

And let’s look carefully at where and for whom this 
glory is revealed. The first instance is to Joseph 
while he’s in bed asleep. The second is to gentile 
astrologers who, by reporting their news to Herod, 
set up an immediate threat to Jesus. The third 
instance is to all those Jews who were coming to 
hear John the Baptist. Within three chapters of 
Matthew’s Gospel the circles of God’s glory 
revealed in Jesus become more public and 
change lives. The lives of Joseph, the star gazers, 
John the Baptist and those who heard Jesus 
preach will never be the same again. 
 

The Feast of the Epiphany is not an ancient version 
of Halley’s comet. It is about how God’s glory 
changes human hearts. T.S. Eliot got this point in his 
poem ‘The journey of the Magi’. 
 

‘Birth or death? There was a Birth, certainly,  
We had evidence and no doubt. I had seen 
birth and death,  
But had thought they were different; this Birth 
was  
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our 
death.  
We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,  
But no longer at ease here, in the old 
dispensation,  
With an alien people clutching their gods.  

I should be glad of another death.’ 
 

And so may this feast change our hearts and 
enable us to die to self so as to be born to God’s 
glory that can and does shine through us. And may 
we remember that this epiphany is not meant for 
us alone, but that we are called to go public with 
it and demonstrate our belief in today’s feast by 
the way we live, the world we help create, and the 
one we strive to recreate.  
 

© Richard Leonard SJ 
 

Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian Catholic 
Office for Film and Broadcasting, is a member of the Australian 
Catholic Media Council and a film critic for all the major 
Australian Catholic newspapers. He completed a PhD in 
cinema studies at the University of Melbourne. He lectures in 
cinema and theology at the Jesuit College of Spirituality and 
has been a visiting lecturer in Australian cinema at the 
University of Melbourne, a visiting scholar within the School of 
Theatre, Film and Television at UCLA and is visiting professor at 
the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. He is an Honorary 
Fellow of the Australian Catholic University, has lectured widely 
and is the author of numerous books. 

Epiphany Blessing for Homes 
At each of the Masses this weekend, chalk will be 
blessed and available for families to take home so 
the primary door of the family home can be 
marked as a sign of blessing for the year to come. 
 

A sheet that features the prayer of blessing will also 
be available for families to take home and use as 
they pray together at the beginning of the new 
year. 



The Parish Diary (for the week ahead…) 
The Christmas Season 
 

Monday 5 January 
 

Tuesday 6 January 
 8.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Wednesday 7 January 
 8.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Thursday 8 January 
 9.30am Mass @ East Gresford 
 

Friday 9 January 
 9.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Saturday 10 January 
 

Sunday 11 January 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 8am Mass @ Clarence Town (including 

baptisms) 
 9.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 11.30am Mass @ Summer Hill 

Today’s Liturgy 
 

Scripture Readings: 
First:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
Second:  Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
Gospel:  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 

Memorial Acclamation: 
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, 
we proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
until you come again. 

 

In Your Charity, Please Pray For: 
 

Those Who Have Died: 
 

Those Whose Anniversary of Death Is In January: 
Bob Copus, Josie Gibson, Bill Taylor, Donald & Hope 
Lord, Kevin Byron, Noreen Lucas, Joan Riches, 
Michael Curry, Mary Neilson, Michael Bede 
Holstein, Maureen Reynold, Len Trappel, Patrick 
Dooley, Rufie Bunt, Eileen Moore, Andrew Whelan, 
Merv Clayden, Norah Studdert, Jack Gehrig, 
George Maurer, Eileen Lane, John Smith, Fr Allan 
Curry, Reginald Peter Wilson, Joseph Watson, 
Aveen Watson, Edith Thomas, Pauline Thomas, Fr 
Martin Jackubas (England), Michael Denko, 
Marea Cox, Janet Lambert, Margaret Gippel, 
Denise Byron. 
 

Those Who Are Sick and Unwell: Warren Wade, 
Kevin Ward, Keith Edwards, Susan Barlow, Jean 
Robertson, Jessica Byron, Gwen Trappel, Eileen 
Chalenor, Joyce Byron, Kay Hackney, Graham 
McCarthy, Lyn Heaney, Paul Hardy, Joy 
Cavanough. 
 

Papal Prayer Intention for January: “Let us pray that 
praying with the Word of God be nourishment for 
our lives and a source of hope in our communities, 
helping us to build a more fraternal and missionary 
Church.” 

St Francis of Assisi Parish acknowledges the people 
of the Worimi and Wonnarua nations, on whose 
traditional lands we gather, live, and work. We 
acknowledge their continuing deep and abiding 
attachment to the land. 
 

We acknowledge their cultural heritage and 
beliefs, pay our respects to their Elders – past, 
present, and emerging – and commit ourselves to 
working together for reconciliation and justice. 

Electronic Banking Details 
BSB:  066 739 
A/c Name: Catholic Development Fund 
A/c No:  100 005 170 
Reference: Your Surname or other reference 

Safeguarding in our Parishes means ... 
Safeguarding is the measures taken to protect the 
safety, human rights and well-being of individuals, 
which allow people to live free from abuse, harm, 
and neglect. 
 

At its core, safeguarding is about promoting the 
safety and well-being of others, creating and 
maintaining safe activities and environments, and 
preventing abuse and harm. 


