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Office Hours The Parish Office is staffed on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to Tpm.

Parish Bulletin is published each Sunday. Items for inclusion should be received at the Parish Office by
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Safeguarding Promotion: For all safeguarding concerns within the parish, please contact Fr Andrew.

Connect with us via social media Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Threads — all with the same

username (dgcatholic).

A Pastoral Note...

The Third Sunday of Advent is also known, at least
in some circles, as ‘Gaudete Sunday'. The name
comes from the Latin of the Entrance Antiphon:

“"Gaudete in Domino semper: iterum dico,
Gaudete. Dominus enim prope est.”

The English franslation found in The Roman Missal
goes:

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say,
rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.”

This Third Sunday of Advent comes at a point in the
Advent Season when focus is ready to shift from
the coming of Jesus at the end of time to the more
immediate celebration of the great Solemnity of
the Nativity of the Lord, i.e., of Christmas Day itself.

In the coming days, the focus of the daily Mass
readings and Propers will bear this out more
evidently, but the Third Sunday of Advent is also an
important ‘marker’ on the journey through this
Season and towards Christmas Day.

For some, hitting this ‘marker’ allows them to start
dusting off the various Christmas decorations that
are carefully stored away (yes, | knowl). For others,
this ‘marker’ is the annual reminder to ensure that
all the food and other supplies needed for various
festivities are planned and/or purchased.

For me, however, reaching the ‘marker’ of the
Third Sunday of Advent is my annual reminder that
all the busyness of December is as nothing when it
comes to what is really important.

This Third Sunday of Advent reminds me that it will
soon be time to celebrate the greatest gift
humanity has ever received and will ever receive:
the gift of God taking human form and dwelling
among us.

And to my mind, that's the best reason for us to
embrace the opportunity of this day to rejoice
always in the Lord.

Have a wonderful week...
Fr Andrew




2026 Columban Calendars

Columban calendars for 2026 are now available
for those who might wish to purchase one at the
cost of $10 each. Please see Lyn B if you would like
to purchase one.

Historicar
CONEBAT]

Least and Greatest

Jesus declares that the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater even than
John whom he has just finishing praising as
greatest of all men. It is an indication that
in the kingdom, things are not as they are
on earth. The blind, lame, deaf, poor and
lepers that Jesus named earlier would have
been seen as the very lowest of society.
Their afflictions were seen as punishments
from God and so it was assumed that they,
or their parents, had done something to
deserve this punishment. Jesus rejects
this interpretation and shows these people
to be the most open to responding to his
message.

End of School Year

The coming week sees the end of another school
year for the students and staff of St Joseph's
Primary School.

To mark this occasion, the school will gather to
celebrate Mass in St Mary's Church at 9.15am this
Tuesday. Everyone is welcome to gather to
celebrate both the end of another school year,
and the graduation of our Year 6 students.

We hope the staff and students enjoy the long
summer break and we look forward to welcoming
the back at the end of January for the new school
year.

Because of the 9.15am, the usual 8.30am Mass will
not take place this week.

“Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time
of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in
which the First Coming of the Son of God fo
humanity is remembered, and likewise a time
when, by remembrance of this, minds and hearts
are led to look forward to Christ's Second
Coming at the end of time. For these two
reasons, Advent is a period of devout and
expectant delight.” (UNLYC, n.39)

Christmas Hamper Raffle
Contributions are invited for prizes in the Christmas
Hamper Raffle.

Contributions of non-perishable items can be left in
the baskets at the back of our churches in
readiness for the preparation of the hampers.

The Raffle will be drawn at the conclusion of the
9.30am Mass next Sunday (21 November) — please
ensure any contributions are returned in time to
ensure the hampers can be prepared.

Christmas Masses 2025
Our liturgical celebrations for Christmas Day will be
as follows:

Wednesday 24 December (Christmas Eve)
No morning Mass today
5.30pm Mass @ Dungog
7.30pm Mass @ East Gresford

Thursday 25 December (Christmas Day)
8am Mass @ Clarence Town

Friday 26 December (Boxing Day)
No morning Mass today

These dates have now been added to the ‘Mass
Times' page of our Parish website.

The usual schedule of Masses will take place on the
weekend of 27 & 28 December.

Changes to Weekday Mass Schedule

A quick note to indicate a change to the weekday
Mass scheduled that will begin next year when
school returns for 2026.

At that point the time of the Friday morning Mass
will move from the current 9.30am to 8.30am every
Friday, including the first Friday of each month
when there is also the monthly Mass at Lara Aged
Care.

The reason behind this is a change in the way St
Joseph’s School will celebrate liturgies, including
Mass, from the beginning of the 2026 school year.

From 2026 there will only be a very limited number
of “school” Masses across the year — at the start of
the year, at the end of the year, and for feast days.
At other times in the year, and in order to beftter
engage with the students, Liturgies of the Word will
be celebrated.

Such Liturgies of the Word will mostly take place in
St Mary’s Church but may also be celebrated in
otherlocations depending on their nature. They will
also be able to be celebrated on any school day
depending on the needs of both the school and
my diary.

If you have any questions about this pending
change, please do not hesitate to get in touch
with me.

Fr Andrew




Homily by Richard Leonard SJ
Have you ever been on a farm during summere If
you have you will know how precious water is.

When | was a boy, | spent several holidays on an
uncle's property. There were often six or seven city-
based cousins there for the long summer break. It
was great fun, but the one thing of which we
needed a daily reminder was to be careful with
how much water we used. We seemed to luxuriate
in the shower for twice as long as our country
cousins!

| can remember that when we arrived for one
holiday, it had not rained in the area for nearly nine
months. A few days later, just at dusk, the thunder
rumbled, the storm clouds gathered and the
heavens burst open. The rain poured down. Like in
the movies, everyone inside the house just stood up
and walked out into the rain. No one said a word.
We stood in the rain and soaked it in. The earth was
not the only thing in need of a drenching.

In today's letter from St James the metaphor of
waiting for rain is given to us as a way of
understanding what it was like to wait for Christ. It
is a potent image for Advent.

In this season each year we remember that
humanity waited through a long, dry and
exhausting period for the sign of new life in Jesus.
For generations people looked to the heavens
every day for a sign that foday would be the day
when God's salvation would come.

Then, one night, in a way no one could have ever
imagined, with no fanfare, a child burst forth into
the world and established the final reign of God's
love.

Advent is not the time when we pretend that Jesus
hasn't come into our world and that we are the first
to anticipate his coming at Christmas. It's a richer
season than that. It is the fime when we recall what
it was like before he came and how much we
need him to keep coming again and again in our
daily lives.

The First Reading and the Gospel make it very clear
that farmers never down tools just because the rain
comes. We're told that as a result of being soaked
in the love of God we are called to do all we can
for those in our world who are lame, blind, deaf,
lepers, poor and for any one left for dead.

This is a vital message for us to hear today because
there are some in our country who tell us that allwe
have to do is look after ‘our own back yard'. This
line is many things, but it's not Christian.

Advent reminds us that by welcoming Christ we
have an obligation to care for all his children.
Everywhere is our back yard because that's where
our brothers and sisters live. May we gain from

Christ this Christmas the generosity to see that the
desert is meant to bloom for all people
everywhere, not just a few of us lucky to live in an
oasis.

We are ridiculously generous to others because
God in Jesus has been lavishly good to us and our
goodness remains a most powerful sign of God's
salvation that is always seen in deeds not words.

© Richard Leonard SJ

Richard Leonard SJ is the Director of the Australian Catholic
Office for Film and Broadcasting, is a member of the Australian
Catholic Media Council and a film critic for all the major
Australian Catholic newspapers. He completed a PhD in
cinema studies at the University of Melbourne. He lectures in
cinema and theology at the Jesuit College of Spirituality and
has been a visiting lecturer in Australian cinema at the
University of Melbourne, a visiting scholar within the School of
Theatre, Film and Television at UCLA and is visiting professor at
the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome. He is an Honorary
Fellow of the Australian Catholic University, has lectured widely
and is the author of numerous books.
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John the Baptist

Jesus is not recorded as asking the
messengers about John’s wellbeing. He
doesn’t appear to express any concern
about John’s imprisonment. Yet Jesus must
have felt this situation very deeply. John
the Baptist and Jesus were related; they
were cousins. The depth of his feeling is
reflected when Jesus speaks so positively
and powerfully about John. It reads almost
as a eulogy that might be given at a funeral;
praising the greatness of the deceased.
Yet regardless of John’s greatness, Jesus
assures his audience that even the least in
the kingdom is greater than John.




Today'’s Liturgy

Scripture Readings:

First: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
Second: James 5:7-10
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

Responsorial Psalm:
Lord, come and save us.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluial

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
Alleluial

Memorial Acclamation:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

The Parish Diary (for the week ahead...)
Third Week of Advent

Monday 15 December

Tuesday 16 December
9.15am Mass @ Dungog — with students from
St Joseph'’s to make the end of the
school year.

Wednesday 17 December
8.30am Mass @ Dungog

Thursday 18 December

9.30am Mass @ East Gresford
Friday 19 December
9.30am Mass @ Dungog

Saturday 20 December
5.30pm Mass @ East Gresford

Sunday 21 December

Fourth Sunday of Advent, Year A
8am Mass @ Clarence Town
9.30am Mass @ Dungog
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Morning Tea at Dungog

The next morning tea — and the last for 2025 — at
Dungog will take place next Sunday (21
December) in the Parish Hall after the 9.30am
Mass.

Please bring a plate to share, and join us for good
food, good company, and good conversation.

Safeguarding in our Parishes means ...
Safeguarding is the measures taken to protect the
safety, human rights and well-being of individuals,
which allow people to live free from abuse, harm,
and neglect.

At its core, safeguarding is about promoting the
safety and well-being of others, creating and
maintaining safe activities and environments, and
preventing abuse and harm.

St Francis of Assisi Parish acknowledges the people
of the Worimi and Wonnarua nations, on whose
traditional lands we gather, live, and work. We
acknowledge their continuing deep and abiding
aftachment to the land.

We acknowledge their cultural heritage and
beliefs, pay our respects to their Elders — past,
present, and emerging — and commit ourselves to
working together for reconciliation and justice.

In Your Charity, Please Pray For:
Those Who Have Died:

Those Whose Anniversary of Death Is In December:
Katie Rumbel, Elizabeth Holstein, Keith Schumaker,
Margaret Egan, Ella Maher, Alan Robertson,
Christine Knight, Margaret Miners, Mollie Smith,
George Maurer, Mervyn Trappel, Paul Murphy,
Rowland Young, Catherine Reid, Brian Smith, Thora
Tindall, Valma Osmond, Nancy Dickson, Narelle
Ritter, Anne Faber, Christine Brosie, Eileen Lane,
Peter McGinty, Jay Dillon.

Those Who Are Sick and Unwell: Warren Wade,
Kevin Ward, Keith Edwards, Susan Barlow, Jean
Robertson, Jessica Byron, Gwen Trappel, Eileen
Chalenor, Joyce Byron, Kay Hackney, Graham
McCarthy, Lyn Heaney, Paul Hardy.

Papal Prayer Intention for December: “Let us pray
that Christians living in areas of war or conflict,
especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of
peace, reconciliation and hope.”




