
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Incorporating St Mary’s Church, Brown Street, Dungog; St Patrick’s Church, Rifle Street, Clarence Town; 
St Helen’s Church, Park Street, East Gresford; Sacred Heart Church, Summerhill Road, Summerhill via Vacy. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A 
7 DECEMBER 2025 

Presbytery & Parish Office Parish School 
55 Brown Street, Dungog St Joseph’s Primary School 
PO Box 24, Dungog NSW 2420 49 Brown Street, Dungog NSW 2420 
Fr Andrew Doohan (Parish Priest) Mrs Lisa McNeilly (Principal) 
Mrs Kerry Copus (Parish Secretary) Mr Nick Hughes (Assistant Principal) 
 

P: (02) 4992 1477 P: (02) 4992 1377 
E: office@dungoggresfordcatholic.org.au E: admin@dungog.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.dungoggresfordcatholic.org.au W: www.dungog.catholic.edu.au 
 

Emergency contact for Fr Andrew: 0412 405 671 
 

Office Hours The Parish Office is staffed on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 1pm. 
 

Parish Bulletin is published each Sunday. Items for inclusion should be received at the Parish Office by 
5pm on Wednesdays. 
 

Safeguarding Promotion: For all safeguarding concerns within the parish, please contact Fr Andrew. 
 

Connect with us via social media Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Threads – all with the same 
username (dgcatholic). 

A Pastoral Note… 
What a wonderful celebration was had last Sunday 
at the annual Parish Luncheon. There was a great 
sense of community in the Dungog Parish Hall, and 
those present were treated to a fine array of food 
along with some great conversation. Thanks should 
go to all those who contributed to providing such 
a wonderful experience, particular since it had 
been a big weekend that included catering for 
visitors to Dungog via steam trains. 
 

There was also a wonderful experience later that 
evening when our Parish hosted other Christian 
churches from Dungog for a time of ecumenical 
prayer. Again, there was a wonderful sense of 
community present both during the time of prayer 
and at supper in the Hall afterwards. 
 

What a way to start our celebration of the Season 
of Advent. And it’s still only the beginning of 
December! Who knows what else might be come 
our way over the remaining days until we mark the 
great Festival of the Nativity. 

 

Have a wonderful week… 
 

Fr Andrew  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Masses 2025 
Our liturgical celebrations for Christmas Day will be 
as follows: 
 

Wednesday 24 December (Christmas Eve) 
 No morning Mass today 
 5.30pm Mass @ Dungog 
 7.30pm Mass @ East Gresford 
 

Thursday 25 December (Christmas Day) 
 8am Mass @ Clarence Town 
 

Friday 26 December (Boxing Day) 
 No morning Mass today 
 

These dates have now been added to the ‘Mass 
Times’ page of our Parish website. 
 

The usual schedule of Masses will take place on the 
weekend of 27 & 28 December. 

Christmas Hamper Raffle 
Contributions are invited for prizes in the Christmas 
Hamper Raffle. 
 

Contributions of non-perishable items can be left in 
the baskets at the back of our churches in 
readiness for the preparation of the hampers. 

2026 Columban Calendars 
Columban calendars for 2026 are now available 
for those who might wish to purchase one at the 
cost of $10 each. Please see Lyn B if you would like 
to purchase one. 

Contribute to the Mission of the Church 
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is still seeking 
expressions of interest from people across the 
diocese who feel called to contribute their 
wisdom, skills, and passion on one of our new 
Boards or Councils. 
 

With a refreshed governance structure that 
honours both civil and Church law, the diocese is 
creating new Councils, Boards, and Committees 
that remain faithful to the teachings and mission of 
the Church as well as helping to shape the future 
of the diocese. 
 

These Councils, Boards, and Committees will work 
in a synodal way. They will be collaborative, offer 
robust dialogue, and be deeply rooted in our 
shared mission. 
 

More information and details of each of the new 
Councils, Boards and Committees can be found 
on the diocesan website by going to t.ly/59EkR. 
 

Expressions of interest will close on 8 December 
2025, at 11.59pm. 

The Introductory Rites – Part 12 
As we have seen over the course of this particular 
series on the Introductory Rites, there is much to be 
considered about this aspect of our liturgical 
celebrations. 
 

Although not one of the primary divisions of our 
celebration of Mass – that honour jointly belongs to 
the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist – the Introductory Rites play a vital role in 
our liturgies, as outlined in the General Instruction 
of the Roman Missal itself: 
 

“…to ensure that the faithful, who come 
together as one, establish communion 
and dispose themselves properly to 
listen to the Word of God and to 
celebrate the Eucharist worthily.” (n.46) 

 

The Introductory Rites are thus not some mere 
ornamental precursor to the ‘main event’; they are 
necessary to ensure the primary parts of what we 
celebrate can be celebrated worthily and well. 
 

For this reason alone, great care should be taken 
to ensure that the Introductory Rites are able to be 
celebrated well and that their inherent structure is 
not ignored or interfered with out of some 
misguided ‘pastoral sense’. 
 

There are some obvious exceptions to this, of 
course, but these are outlined in other ritual books 
and should be the only time the standard pattern 
of the Introductory Rites is amended. 
 

This care of and for the Introductory Rites should 
also extend to the manner in which they are 
enacted. Their importance requires that they be 
celebrated well and with the level of solemnity 
required by the occasion, rather than becoming 
pedestrian in nature. 
 

Celebrating the Introductory Rites with the kind of 
solemnity their nature calls for ensures that they are 
able to achieve their purpose and permit those 
liturgical acts which follow them to be all that they 
are meant to be. 
 

It is hoped that this brief journey across the various 
elements of the Introductory Rites has been of 
some help to readers and might assist develop a 
greater appreciation of what is being celebrated 
when the Church gathers and begins our liturgy. 
 

Fine!  
 

Editor’s note: While this particular series has now 
come to an end, there will be more to follow. After 
a short break for the Christmas-New Year period, 
the series will return to cover the other shorter part 
of the liturgical structure of the Mass, i.e., the 
Concluding Rites. 
 

Stay tuned for the next series starting in a few 
weeks’ time. 

https://t.ly/59EkR


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Changes to Weekday Mass Schedule 
A quick note to indicate a change to the weekday 
Mass scheduled that will begin next year when 
school returns for 2026. 
 

At that point the time of the Friday morning Mass 
will move from the current 9.30am to 8.30am every 
Friday, including the first Friday of each month that 
also includes the monthly Mass at Lara Aged Care. 
 

The reason behind this is a change in the way St 
Joseph’s School will celebrate liturgies, including 
Mass, from the beginning of the 2026 school year. 
 

From 2026 there will only be a very limited number 
of “school” Masses across the year – at the start of 
the year, at the end of the year, and for feast days. 
At other times in the year, and in order to better 
engage with the students, Liturgies of the Word will 
be celebrated. 
 

Such Liturgies of the Word will mostly take place in 
St Mary’s Church but may also be celebrated in 
other locations depending on their nature. They will 
also be celebrated on any school day depending 
on the needs of both the school and my diary. 
 

If you have any questions about this pending 
change, please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with me. 

Fr Andrew  

Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA 
Today’s readings are like Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales. The biblical authors sketch profiles of 
individuals after whom we can model our lives as 
we embark on our pilgrimage to eschatological 
fulfilment. Isaiah depicts the righteous messianic 
king; Paul provides us with a glimpse of Jesus, the 
one who ministers to all; and Matthew describes 
John the Baptist, the prophet who prepared for the 
Advent of Christ. 
 

The gifts Isaiah attributes to the messianic king are 
the same gifts that we receive with the anointing 
of the Spirit: wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. 
The image of the messianic king may have been 
fulfilled in Jesus, but it is also offered to us as a 
model after which we can pattern our lives. 
 

Paul declares that Christ came for all. Just as the 
Canterbury tales describe pilgrims of all 
backgrounds and characters, so our companions 
on the pilgrimage come from diverse 
circumstances. Since the invitation was extended 
to all, we are expected to welcome all. Some of 
Chaucer’s characters were quite unpleasant, but 
they were part of the group. Many of the people 
to whom Jesus ministered were quite unpleasant, 
but this did not deter him. His example is set before 
us today. 
 

John the Baptist lived a life of radical self-denial, 
but he did not require this of others. He preached 
repentance or change of heart, not a rejection of 
the circumstances of life. He called for a return to 
righteousness, to relationships rooted in honesty 
and respect. He condemned presumption and 
arrogant reliance on one’s religious origin, 
complacency and the shirking of responsibility, 
disinterest in the welfare of others. 
 

© Dianne Bergant CSA 
 

Dianne Bergant CSA was a Professor of Biblical Studies 
at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, where she 
taught from 1978 to 2014. She holds a BS in Elementary 
Education from Marian College, Fond du Lac, WI; an 
MA and PhD in Biblical Languages and Literature from 
St Louis University. Amongst other things, she served as 
President of Catholic Biblical Association of America 
(2000-2001) and has been awarded honorary 
doctorates from several other universities. She was an 
active member of the Chicago Catholic/Jewish 
Scholars Dialogue (1988-2017) and sat on the editorial 
boards of The Bible Today (1979-2005), Biblical Theology 
Bulletin (1990-2014), Catholic Biblical Quarterly (1992-
2001), New Theology Review (1997-2003), Teaching 
Theology and Religion (2003-2005), and Chicago 
Studies (2003-2009). She has taught and lectured in 
many places in the United States and abroad and has 
written numerous books, articles and chapters in books. 



The Parish Diary (for the week ahead…) 
Second Week of Advent 
 

Monday 8 December 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Mary 
 

Tuesday 9 December 
 8.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Wednesday 10 December 
 8.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Thursday 11 December 
 9.30am Mass @ East Gresford 
 

Friday 12 December 
 9.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Saturday 13 December 
Memorial of St Lucy 
 

Sunday 14 December 
Third Sunday of Advent, Year A 
 8am Mass @ Clarence Town 
 9.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 11.30am Mass @ Summer Hill 

Today’s Liturgy 
 

Scripture Readings: 
First:  Isaiah 11:1-10 
Second:  Romans 15:4-9 
Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 
peace for ever. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 
 

Memorial Acclamation: 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 

 

In Your Charity, Please Pray For: 
 

Those Who Have Died: 
 

Those Whose Anniversary of Death Is In December: 
Katie Rumbel, Elizabeth Holstein, Keith Schumaker, 
Margaret Egan, Ella Maher, Alan Robertson, 
Christine Knight, Margaret Miners, Mollie Smith, 
George Maurer, Mervyn Trappel, Paul Murphy, 
Rowland Young, Catherine Reid, Brian Smith, Thora 
Tindall, Valma Osmond, Nancy Dickson, Narelle 
Ritter, Anne Faber, Christine Brosie, Eileen Lane, 
Peter McGinty, Jay Dillon. 
 

Those Who Are Sick and Unwell: Warren Wade, 
Kevin Ward, Keith Edwards, Susan Barlow, Jean 
Robertson, Jessica Byron, Gwen Trappel, Eileen 
Chalenor, Joyce Byron, Kay Hackney, Graham 
McCarthy, Lyn Heaney, Paul Hardy. 
 

Papal Prayer Intention for December: “Let us pray 
that Christians living in areas of war or conflict, 
especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of 
peace, reconciliation and hope.” 

St Francis of Assisi Parish acknowledges the people 
of the Worimi and Wonnarua nations, on whose 
traditional lands we gather, live, and work. We 
acknowledge their continuing deep and abiding 
attachment to the land. 
 

We acknowledge their cultural heritage and 
beliefs, pay our respects to their Elders – past, 
present, and emerging – and commit ourselves to 
working together for reconciliation and justice. 

Electronic Banking Details 
BSB:  066 739 
A/c Name: Catholic Development Fund 
A/c No:  100 005 170 
Reference: Your Surname or other reference 

Safeguarding in our Parishes means ... 
Safeguarding is the measures taken to protect the 
safety, human rights and well-being of individuals, 
which allow people to live free from abuse, harm, 
and neglect. 
 

At its core, safeguarding is about promoting the 
safety and well-being of others, creating and 
maintaining safe activities and environments, and 
preventing abuse and harm. 

Morning Tea at Clarence Town 
The next morning tea – and the last for 2025 – at 
Clarence Town will take place TODAY (7 
December) under the pergola after the 8am Mass. 
 

Please join us for good food, good company, and 
good conversation. 


