
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Incorporating St Mary’s Church, Brown Street, Dungog; St Patrick’s Church, Rifle Street, Clarence Town; 
St Helen’s Church, Park Street, East Gresford; Sacred Heart Church, Summerhill Road, Summerhill via Vacy. 
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30 NOVEMBER 2025 

Presbytery & Parish Office Parish School 
55 Brown Street, Dungog St Joseph’s Primary School 
PO Box 24, Dungog NSW 2420 49 Brown Street, Dungog NSW 2420 
Fr Andrew Doohan (Parish Priest) Mrs Lisa McNeilly (Principal) 
Mrs Kerry Copus (Parish Secretary) Mr Nick Hughes (Assistant Principal) 
 

P: (02) 4992 1477 P: (02) 4992 1377 
E: office@dungoggresfordcatholic.org.au E: admin@dungog.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.dungoggresfordcatholic.org.au W: www.dungog.catholic.edu.au 
 

Emergency contact for Fr Andrew: 0412 405 671 
 

Office Hours The Parish Office is staffed on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to 1pm. 
 

Parish Bulletin is published each Sunday. Items for inclusion should be received at the Parish Office by 
5pm on Wednesdays. 
 

Other Contacts - Clarence Town - Val Preece (0403 251 434, 4996 4474, or email vpreece15@gmail.com 
        Gresford - Faith Banister (0427 536 248) 

 

Safeguarding Promotion: For all safeguarding concerns within the parish, please contact Fr Andrew. 
 

Connect with us via social media Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Threads – all with the same 
username (dgcatholic). 

A Pastoral Note… 
Even though the colour purple reappears in our 
churches again, the Season of Advent – unlike its 
Lenten cousin – is not primarily or predominantly a 
penitential season. 
 

The Season of Lent is about raising our conscience; 
the Season of Advent is more geared to the raising 
of our consciousness. 
 

Consciousness of what I hear you ask. 
 

Very simply, a consciousness of the fulfilling of 
God’s promise that we will celebrate at the end of 
Advent in the great solemnity of the Incarnation, of 
God loving us enough – and still – that the Divine is 
to be found in human form in the person of Jesus. 
 

The Season of Advent is a reminder that the fact of 
our salvation is absolutely not up to us and entirely 
due to God’s willingness to surrender the trappings 

of divinity – an act of self-emptying – in order that 
those on whom God chooses to lavish undeserved 
love might have life in all its fullness. 
 

And in response to God’s act of self-emptiness – 
which is known as kenosis – we are also called to 
be open to the spiritual discipline of ‘emptiness’ or 
‘smallness’.  
 

This discipline transfers our focus from ourselves and 
the desire to accumulate and towards God and 
the fulfillment of God’s promise to all humanity in 
the person of Jesus Christ. 
 

Embracing such a discipline brings us into conflict 
with the surrounding society, a society that lionises 
both the individual and individual efforts, and the 
accumulation of ever-increasing amounts of ‘stuff’ 
thus crowding out anything else. 
 

But, of course, this discipline of emptiness is not new 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Christmas Luncheon 
The annual Christmas Luncheon in the Parish Hall in 
Dungog will take place TODAY Sunday 30 
November, the first Sunday of Advent. 
 

The cost this year is $20, which will include the 
chance to win a lucky door prize, and a ticket in 
the raffle. 

Dungog Ecumenical Service 
St Mary’s Church, Dungog will host an ecumenical 
service TODAY Sunday 30 November beginning at 
6.30pm. This will be an opportunity for Christians in 
Dungog and surrounds to come together as we 
begin our preparation for the celebration of the 
great festival of Christmas. 
 

The service will be followed by light refreshments in 
the Parish Hall. Parishioners are asked to bring a 
plate to share. 

Are you NICU? 
The Parish regularly receives an electronic 
donation with the name or reference ‘NICU’, with 
the money attempting to be sent to our old 
Presbytery Account (for the 1st collection). 
 

With the change to financial arrangements at the 
beginning of July, our Presbytery Account has 
been closed, and the Development Fund needs to 
manually shift the money that is being directed to 
the Presbytery Account to our Parish Account. 
 

If this is your regular contribution to the Parish 
(thank you!), could we ask you to update the 
details of your transfer, so your donation goes to 
the Parish Account (see back page for details). 

Christmas Masses 2025 
Our liturgical celebrations for Christmas Day will be 
as follows: 
 

Wednesday 24 December (Christmas Eve) 
 No morning Mass today 
 5.30pm Mass @ Dungog 
 7.30pm Mass @ East Gresford 
 

Thursday 25 December (Christmas Day) 
 8am Mass @ Clarence Town 
 

Friday 26 December (Boxing Day) 
 No morning Mass today 
 

These dates have now been added to the ‘Mass 
Times’ page of our Parish website. 
 

The usual schedule of Masses will take place on the 
weekend of 27 & 28 December. 

Christmas Hamper Raffle 
Contributions are invited for prizes in the Christmas 
Hamper Raffle. 
 

Contributions of non-perishable items can be left in 
the baskets at the back of our churches in 
readiness for the preparation of the hampers. 

2026 Columban Calendars 
Columban calendars for 2026 are now available 
for those who might wish to purchase one at the 
cost of $10 each. Please see Lyn B if you would like 
to purchase one. 

in the Christian spiritual tradition. St Teresa of Avila 
wrote 
 

Let nothing disturb you, let nothing 
frighten you, all things are passing 
away: God never changes. 
Patience obtains all things Whoever has 
God lacks nothing; God alone suffices. 

 

And that is the opportunity we have during Advent 
– to focus on what God has done, is doing, and will 
do for us because God loves us, and to recognise 
that we need nothing else because God is enough 
and that we require nothing else! 
 

As we embark on the Advent journey towards the 
festival of the Nativity, may we embrace the great 
gift of God’s self-emptying love – and respond in 
kind. 
 

Have a wonderful week… 
 

Fr Andrew  
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question. 
 

The Collect prayer also has a recognisable format 
of its own which, while not the focus of this column 
per se, can be briefly summarised thus: 
 

• The addressing of the Divine 
• The mention of some characteristic of God 
• A petition for God to do something 
• A conclusion 

 

This conclusion, which is part of the overall structure 
of the Collect element, is always Trinitarian in 
nature and takes particular forms depending on 
what has gone before it. These forms, three in total, 
are outlined in the General Instruction in n.54. 
 

The last part of the Collect element is the assent, 
by which the Assembly add their voice to the 
prayer that has been voiced by the Presider on 
their behalf. This “Amen” should be resolute 
without being shouted, clear without being overly 
loud, deliberate rather than pedestrian. 
 

And at the end of the Collect, after the Amen has 
been spoken, the entire Assembly is seated as they 
prepare for the Liturgy of the Word which we have 
already covered in a previous series. And the first 
thing that should happen after everyone is seated, 
as mentioned in the previous series, is the keeping 
of a short silence to mark the transition from the 
Introductory Rites to the Liturgy of the Word. 
 

Before concluding our reflection on the Collect, 
there’s one small item of interest that many people 
might find a strange inclusion in the General 
Instruction. The very last sentence in n.54 says, “At 
Mass only a single Collect is ever said.” 
 

This injunction might seem strange, but it reflects a 
change from the pre-conciliar liturgy when there 
could be multiple Collects prayed during Mass in 
order to honour multiple events in the calendar if 
they coincided with each other. The conciliar 
reform of the Liturgical Calendar now renders this 
requirement unnecessary. 
 

Which brings us to the end of our examination of 
the Introductory Rites. Next week we will conclude 
this series with a short summary and reflection on 
the Introductory Rites that we have explored over 
the last few months before bringing this series to an 
end. 

To be continued…  

The Introductory Rites – Part 11 
At the end of Part 10, the Assembly’s voice had 
fallen silent after singing God’s praises in the Gloria, 
and we were ready to embark on the last element 
of the Introductory Rites: the Collect. 
 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal says 
about the Collect: 
 

“Next the [Presider] calls upon the 
people to pray and everybody, 
together with the [Presider], observes a 
brief silence so that they may become 
aware of being in God’s presence and 
may call to mind their intentions. Then 
the [Presider] pronounces the prayer 
usually called the ‘Collect’ and through 
which the character of the celebration 
finds expression. By an ancient tradition 
of the Church, the ‘Collect’ prayer is 
usually addressed to God the Father, 
through Christ, in the Holy Spirit…” (n.54) 

 

This short paragraph describes both the purpose of 
the Collect – to give expression to the character of 
the celebration – and the structure of this particular 
element of the Introductory Rites. 
 

So, let’s have a look at the structure of the Collect. 
 

The basic structure of the element is: 
 

• Invitation 
• Silence 
• The Prayer 
• The Conclusion 
• The Assent 

 

The first part of the Collect is the Invitation, the very 
simple “Let us pray” voiced by the Presider, which 
both indicates the opening of this element as well 
as reminding the Assembly of what happens next, 
i.e., each member of the Assembly prays, bringing 
those situations and concerns they have been 
experiencing to mind and placing them before 
God. 
 

And that is why the second part – the silence – is 
important. As we have already seen in this series, 
the opportunity to pray in this instance requires a 
period of silence. It does not need to be overly 
long, but it does need to be obvious, a true 
chance for members of the Assembly to do that 
which they have been invited to do. 
 

After this silence, the Presider prays on behalf of 
and in the name of the entire Assembly the Collect 
prayer that is required for the particular occasion 
that is being celebrated. 
 

These Collects are found in the Roman Missal or 
other ritual books and are crafted by the Church 
to reflect the particular nature of why the Assembly 
has gathered on the particular occasion in 



The Parish Diary (for the week ahead…) 
First Week of Advent 
 

Monday 1 December 
 

Tuesday 2 December 
 8.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Wednesday 3 December 
Memorial of St Francis Xavier 
 8.30am Mass @ Dungog 
 

Thursday 4 December 
 9.30am Mass @ East Gresford 
 

Friday 5 December 
 11am Anointing Mass @ Lara Aged Care 
 

Saturday 6 December 
 5.30pm Mass @ East Gresford 
 

Sunday 7 December 
Second Sunday of Advent, Year A 
 8am Mass @ Clarence Town 
 9.30am Mass @ Dungog 

Today’s Liturgy 
 

Scripture Readings: 
First:  Isaiah 2:1-5 
Second:  Romans 13:11-14 
Gospel:  Matthew 24:37-44 
 

Responsorial Psalm: 
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia! 
 

Memorial Acclamation: 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again. 

 

In Your Charity, Please Pray For: 
 

Those Who Have Died: 
 

Those Whose Anniversary of Death Is In November: 
Irma Iacono, Jean Harrison, Francis Kealy, Terry 
Amos, Raymond Dillon, Lee Murphy, Jenny Taylor, 
Norma Kingston, Alfred Bridger, Neville Trappel, 
James Osmond. 
 

Those Who Are Sick and Unwell: Warren Wade, 
Kevin Ward, Keith Edwards, Susan Barlow, Jean 
Robertson, Jessica Byron, Gwen Trappel, Eileen 
Chalenor, Joyce Byron, Kay Hackney, Graham 
McCarthy, Lyn Heaney, Paul Hardy. 
 

Papal Prayer Intention for November: “Let us pray 
that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts 
might find the support, care and love they need in 
their community, and be open to the beauty of 
life.” 

St Francis of Assisi Parish acknowledges the people 
of the Worimi and Wonnarua nations, on whose 
traditional lands we gather, live, and work. We 
acknowledge their continuing deep and abiding 
attachment to the land. 
 

We acknowledge their cultural heritage and 
beliefs, pay our respects to their Elders – past, 
present, and emerging – and commit ourselves to 
working together for reconciliation and justice. 

Safeguarding in our Parishes means ... 
Safeguarding is the measures taken to protect the 
safety, human rights and well-being of individuals, 
which allow people to live free from abuse, harm, 
and neglect. 
 

At its core, safeguarding is about promoting the 
safety and well-being of others, creating and 
maintaining safe activities and environments, and 
preventing abuse and harm. 

Morning Tea at Clarence Town 
The next morning tea – and the last for 2025 – at 
Clarence Town will take place next Sunday (7 
December) under the pergola after the 8am Mass. 
 

Please bring a plate to share, and join us for good 
food, good company, and good conversation. 


