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Fr Andrew Doohan (Parish Priest)
Mrs Kerry Copus (Parish Secretary)

P: (02) 4992 1477
E: office@dungoggresfordcatholic.org.au
W: www.dungoggresfordcatholic.org.au

Emergency contact for Fr Andrew: 0412 405 671

Parish School

St Joseph's Primary School

49 Brown Street, Dungog NSW 2420
Mrs Lisa McNeilly (Principal)

Mr Nick Hughes (Assistant Principal)

P: (02) 4992 1377
E: admin@dungog.catholic.edu.au
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Office Hours The Parish Office is staffed on Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am to Tpm.

Parish Bulletin is published each Sunday. Items for inclusion should be received at the Parish Office by

Spm on Wednesdays.

Other Contacts - Clarence Town - Val Preece (0403 251 434, 4996 4474, or email vpreecel5@gmail.com
Gresford - Faith Banister (0427 536 248)

Safeguarding Promotion: For all safeguarding concerns within the parish, please contact Fr Andrew.

Connect with us via social media Find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Threads — all with the same

username (dgcatholic).

A Pastoral Note...

As | intimated last week — yes, | was very subtle! —
we are now in the last week of our current liturgical
year (Year C for Sundays, Year | for weekdays) and
our new year starts next Sunday, as it always does,
when we begin the annual observance of Advent
across the four Sundays thereof.

There will be much to say about the importance of
Advent next week, but it also serves us well to focus
on the last week of our liturgical year — and the
focus on the ‘end times’ that comes along with it
even if we might wish to avoid such thoughts.

Focussing on the ‘end times’ can be a daunting
and frightening thing, particularly as it forces us to
confront our mortality. We are not immortal and,
along with taxes, death is a certainty and will
come to each one of us in God's good fime and
in God's good way.

And while our atftention should be on the ‘end
times’ and all that comes with it, that attention is
not and cannot be exclusive. An exclusive focus
on the end can distract us from our preparation for
the end by being about the work entrusted to us
by the Lord, a task that is about the proclamation
of the Good News of the Lord in all places and at
all fimes.

So yes, let us meditate this week on the ending of
aliturgical year, and upon the ‘end times’ that can
accompany such times.

But let's also remember that there is sfill ‘work’ to
be done as we encounter an ending, ‘work’ that is
about the task, here and now, of making Jesus
known in the world in both word and deed.

Have a wonderful week...

Fr Andrew




Annual Christmas Luncheon

The annual Christmas Luncheon in the Parish Hall in
Dungog will take place next Sunday 30 November,
the first Sunday of Advent.

The cost this year is $20, which will include the
chance to win a lucky door prize, and a ficket in
the raffle.

This weekend is the last opportunity to add your
name to the sign-up sheet is now available on the
notice board at the back of St Mary’s.

Alternatively, please indicate your attendance to
Pam Edwards as a matter of urgency this week.

Fr Andrew Away; Welcome Fr Greg

As Fr Andrew is away this weekend as part of his
Annual Leave for 2025, we welcome Fr Greg
Arnold, who returns to celebrate the weekend’s
Masses.

We are most grateful to Fr Greg for making himself
available to travel to join us once again.

2026 Columban Calendars

Columban calendars for 2026 are now available
for those who might wish to purchase one at the
cost of $10 each.

Please see Lyn B if you would like to purchase one.

Dungog Ecumenical Service

St Mary’s Church, Dungog will host an ecumenical
service next Sunday 30 November beginning at
6.30pm. This will be an opportunity for Christians in
Dungog and surrounds to come together as we
begin our preparation for the celebration of the
great festival of Christmas.

The service will be followed by light refreshments in
the Parish Hall. Parishioners are asked to bring a
plate to share.

Christmas Hamper Raffle
Contributions are invited for prizes in the Christmas
Hamper Raffle.

Contributions of non-perishable items can be left in
the baskets at the back of our churches in
readiness for the preparation of the hampers.

Tickets for the Hamper Raffle will also be distributed
from this weekend.

Your generosity on both accounts is very much
appreciated.

Christmas Masses 2025

As mentioned in last week's Parish Bulletin, the
fimes of the Christmas Masses for 2025 have now
been finalised. They have already been added to
the Parish Calendar available on the welbsite and
will be added to the ‘Mass Times' page of the
website after next weekend.

Wednesday 24 December (Christmas Eve)
No morning Mass today
5.30pm Mass @ Dungog
7.30pm Mass @ East Gresford

Thursday 25 December (Christmas Day)
8am Mass @ Clarence Town

Friday 26 December (Boxing Day)
No morning Mass today

The usual schedule of Masses will take place on the
weekend of 27 & 28 December.
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Shepherds and Criminals

The gospel of Luke is underlined by a
message of hope for those who are
afflicted, outcast and poor. In this

gospel, the message and ministry of

Jesus are directed specifically to these
lowly ones. The significance of the role
played by the poor is highlighted by the
framing of the whole narrative in this
gospel: the birth of Jesus is celebrated
by shepherds and his death s
accompanied by criminals. Shepherds
and criminals - two classes of people
on the absolute fringe of society; not
dignitaries or wise men from afar - are
witness to the birth and death of Jesus.

Are you NICU?

The Parish regularly receives an electronic
donation with the name or reference ‘NICU’, with
the money attempting to be sent to our old
Presbytery Account (for the 1st collection).

With the change to financial arrangements at the
beginning of July, our Presbytery Account has
been closed, and the Development Fund needs to
manually shift the money that is being directed to
the Presbytery Account to our Parish Account.

If this is your regular contribution to the Parish
(thank youl), could we ask you to update the
details of your fransfer, so your donation goes to
the Parish Account (see back page for details).




The Introductory Rites - Part 10

At the end of Part 9, we had finished our brief tour
of the Penitential Act and its various options and
were ready to move on to the next element of the
Introductory Rites.

Most people willimmediately assume that the next
element is the Gloria, that hymn of praise that was
once found on the lips of the choir of angels at the
birth of the Saviour.

Instead, the next element that needs to be talked
about, even briefly, is the Kyrie Eleison, which is
sometimes included in the Penitential Act but is in
reality a separate element.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal says:

“After the Penitential Act, the Kyrie,
eleison (Lord, have mercy), is always
begun, unless it has already been part
of the Penitential Act. Since it is a chant
by which the faithful acclaim the Lord
and implore his mercy, it is usually
executed by everyone, that is to say,
with the people and the choir or cantor
taking part of it.” (n.52)

The way this paragraph is worded makes it clear
that the inclusion of the Kyrie Eleison is seen as an
independent element to be included unless it has
already been said or sung.

Much of what has already been said about the
Kyrie Eleison when included in the Penitential Act
(see part 8) also applies when it features as a
separate element with one exception.

When included as a separate element, the Kyrie
Eleison does not feature the infroductory ‘trope’ or
statement of praise. The invocation, (which can be
“Kyrie, eleison. Christ, eleison. Kyrie, eleison.” or
“Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have
mercy.”) is included without any preceding
statement, and repeated by the Assembly as a
whole.

Generally speaking, this invocation is said twice,
once by way of invitation, the second by way of
response. This is the form taken when included in
the Penitential Act. The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal, however, also permits each of the
invocations to be repeated several times “by
reason of the character of the various languages,
as well as of the artistry of the music or of other
circumstances” (GIRM, n.52). This flexibility thus
allows for the Kyrie Eleison to reflect a number of
additional circumstances and to be celebrated
accordingly.

This shortened, seemingly inconsequential, series of
invocations allow the Assembly to "acclaim the
Lord and implore his mercy” (GIRM, n.52), which
we remember is the proper function of this element

of the Infroductory Rites when it is not included in
the Penitential Act.

At the conclusion of the Kyrie Eleison, and only
after its conclusion, the Assembly finally moves on
to the Gloria.

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal refers
to the Gloria as:

“...a most ancient and venerable hymn
by which the Church, gathered in the
Holy Spirit, glorifies and entreats God the
Father and the Lamb. The text of this
hymn may not be replaced by any
other.” (n.53)

The General Instruction goes on to indicate several
ways in which the Gloria can be sung, the first of
which is it sung by everyone together, following the
introduction by the Presider or a cantor, though this
introduction is often only undertaken at the more
solemn celebrations across the year.

The nature of the Gloria as a hymn is emphasised
a number of times in this particular article of the
General Instruction, thus highlighting the clear
preference for this element to be sung whenever it
is possible for it to be sung. Indeed, this becomes
even clearer when the General Instruction says, “If
not sung, it is fo be recited either by everybody
together or by two choirs responding one to the
other” (n.53).

The Gloria is not included in every celebration of
the Euchairist. It is to be “sung or said on Sundays
outside Advent and Lent, and also on Solemnities
and Feasts, and at particular celebrations of a
more solemn character” (n.53). This list of inclusions
highlights the Gloria as being of particular import
on the more significant occasions of the Church'’s
liturgical life (yes, every Sunday is a more significant
occasion!), which is yet another reason why it this
hymn should be sung whenever it is possible for it
to be sung!

And having (hopefully) raised our voices in praise
when singing the Gloria, the Assembly is now ready
to proceed to the last element of the Introductory
Rites. And that’'s what we will do, too, in Part 11.

To be continued...




Today'’s Liturgy

Scripture Readings:

First: 2 Samuel 5:1-3
Second: Colossians 1:12-20
Gospel: Luke 23:35-43

Responsorial Psalm:
Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluial

Bless is he who inherits the kingdom of David our
Father; blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord. Alleluial

Memorial Acclamation:

We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.

The Parish Diary (for the week ahead...)
Thirty Fourth Week in Ordinary Time

Monday 24 November
Memorial of St Andrew DUng-Lac & companions

Tuesday 25 November
8.30am Mass @ Dungog

Wednesday 26 November
NO MASS Fr Andrew attending meetings in
Sydney

Thursday 27 November
NO MASS Fr Andrew to Newcastle for Clergy
Reflection Morning

Friday 28 November
9.30am Mass @ Dungog

Saturday 29 November
10.30am  Baptism @ Summer Hill
5.30pm Mass @ East Gresford

Sunday 30 November
First Sunday of Advent, Year A

8am Mass @ Clarence Town
9.30am Mass @ Dungog
6.30pm Ecumenical Service @ Dungog

Baptism Next Week

We welcome Ollie Turnbull, tfogether with his family
and friends, as we celebrate his Baptism in Sacred
Heart Church, Summer Hil, at 10.30am next
Saturday. Please remember Ollie in your prayers.

Safeguarding in our Parishes means ...
Safeguarding is the measures taken to protect the
safety, human rights and well-being of individuals,
which allow people to live free from abuse, harm,
and neglect.

At its core, safeguarding is about promoting the
safety and well-being of others, creating and
maintaining safe activities and environments, and
preventing abuse and harm.

Electronic Banking Details

BSB: 066 739
A/c Name: Catholic Development Fund
A/c No: 100 005 170

Reference: Your Surname or other reference

St Francis of Assisi Parish acknowledges the people
of the Worimi and Wonnarua nations, on whose
traditional lands we gather, live, and work. We
acknowledge their continuing deep and abiding
aftachment to the land.

We acknowledge their cultural heritage and
beliefs, pay our respects to their Elders — past,
present, and emerging — and commit ourselves to
working together for reconciliation and justice.

In Your Charity, Please Pray For:
Those Who Have Died:

Those Whose Anniversary of Death Is In November:
Irma lacono, Jean Harrison, Francis Kealy, Terry
Amos, Raymond Dillon, Lee Murphy, Jenny Taylor,
Norma Kingston, Alfred Bridger, Neville Trappel,
James Osmond.

Those Who Are Sick and Unwell: Warren Wade,
Kevin Ward, Keith Edwards, Susan Barlow, Jean
Robertson, Jessica Byron, Gwen Trappel, Eileen
Chalenor, Joyce Byron, Kay Hackney, Graham
McCarthy, Lyn Heaney, Paul Hardy.

Papal Prayer Intention for November: “Let us pray
that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts
might find the support, care and love they need in
their community, and be open to the beauty of
life.”




